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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 March 2006 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1, 69, 73, 76-78, 87, 124, and 125 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, the connection between the various components of the device is unclear. The 
examiner suggests the following changes to claim in order to clarify how the various components 
are connected as well as to provide positive antecedent basis for certain elements. 

-1 . A device for mass deacidification, elimination of free acidity and disinfectation of 
cellulosic materials comprising an autoclave with pressure and temperature control, and 
capable of receiving the cellulosic materials to be treated; a solvent bottle fluidlv 
connected to the_ autoclave; a loading cell [capable of] receiving [a] the solvent bottle 
and [which is used to program] programmed to determine the amount of solvent for each 
process; a dosification tank [for] in fluid communication with the autoclave containing a 
concentrated reagent and capable of [to introduce] introducing the correct amount of 
reagent depending on the weight of the material to be treated; and a tank for gravity 
collection of residual solution arriving from the autoclave for its subsequent recovery 
wherein the residual solution collection tank has a heating system for heating to distill 
[the] solvent contained in the residual solution. — 
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In claim 69, "a heat exchanger which optimizes the refrigeration of the solvent bottle" 
renders the claim vague and indefinite. It cannot be determined if the "heat exchanger" of claim 
69 is the same as the "heating system" of claim 1 or is different. Moreover, no means of 
refrigeration has been recited in claim 1. 

In claim 73, it cannot be determined if the "loading cell" is the same as that recited in 
claim 1 or in addition thereto. 

Claims 76-78 are confusing as the location of the valves is unclear. 

In claim 87, it is unclear where the distillation of the "collected remaining mixture" 
occurs. Moreover, the claim is vague and indefinite as to the source of the vapor that is 
conveyed to a solvent bottle. 

In claims 124 and 125, the source of the vapor which is conveyed to a solvent bottle is 
unclear. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 68, 72, 74, 79, 80, 83, 85, 86, are objected to because of the following 
informalities: In claim 68, "envelops" in line 3 should be -envelopes--. In claim 72, -the— 
should be inserted before "autoclave". In claim 74, —a— should be inserted before 
"programmable". In claims 79 and 83, -the- should be inserted before -solvent bottle--. In 
claim 80, "temperature control thermocouple inside autoclave" should read -a temperature 
control thermocouple inside the autoclave--. In claim 85, -the- should be inserted before 
"autoclave" in both occurrences. In claim 86, -the- should be inserted before "dosification 
tank". Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 09/980,030 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1744 

4. Claims 106 5 107, 110, and 119 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of 
improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Specifically, all of the above 
claims are dependent from claim 105 which has been cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. The claims would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new groimd(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leigh McKane whose telephone number is 571-272-1275. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Wednesday (5:30 am-3:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on 571-272-1214. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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